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Census Data Shows That Connecticut’s State Workforce Ranked 2nd-Highest Paid 
Among the 50 States from 2020 to 2025. It Shows That CT Workers in Various 

Census Functional Categories Enjoyed Salary Premia Over National Averages 
Ranging from 10% to 40% in 2025.  

1 
 

 

In mid-April, the U.S. Census Bureau released detailed headcount and salary / wage data for 
2025 covering employment by state government in all 50 states.  

Connecticut state employees enjoyed an average salary in 2025 of $101,500, second only to 
$123,750 in California. Connecticut’s average salary was 16% above the national average of all 
50 states.  

This is Part II of a study of the Census data. Part I found that Connecticut has held the second-
place ranking from 2020 to 2025, six of the seven years that Ned Lamont has been governor. 
Part I showed Connecticut’s salary advantages in the various diƯerent functions of government 
according to the functional categories maintained by the Census.  

It should be noted that, after the Census data was released, Lamont and Democrat 
legislators approved a new contract that delivers state employees a retroactive pay raise 
of 4.5% covering FY 2026 which just ended and a 4.5% pay raise for FY 2027 which just 
began. Accordingly, on average, state employees are being paid about $111,000 currently. 

Census provides both headcount and salary for the entire state government in each state, as 
well as the same data for over 35 diƯerent functions in the states. The Census data is provided 
directly to Census by state accounting oƯicials. In CT, Census draws much data directly from 
the Open Payroll section of the OpenCT database maintained by the State Comptroller.  

In Connecticut, 11 Census functions account for over 98% of the state’s total headcount and 
payroll. This Part II of the study shows that, in every single category, CT state employees earn 
significantly higher wages than the national average. The premia enjoyed by CT state 
employees range from 10% to over 40%.  

Exhibit 1 shows summary data for each of 11 functions, including an outline of the 
Connecticut agencies which fall in each Census functional category. This general mapping 
information is courtesy of informal guidance from Census staƯ. Exhibit 2 shows detailed 
Census headcount and payroll data for each functional category for the 25 states paying the 
highest salaries.  

Connecticut appears in the top 25 in every category, ranking number one in two functions, 
Public Welfare and Financial Administration, in both of which state workers enjoy salary 
premia of about $28,000 relative to the 50-state national average (40% and 34%, respectively 
in percentage terms).  

Connecticut’s lowest ranking is 13th in the Judicial & Legal function, in which workers enjoy a 
salary premium of $10,000 and 11% relative to the 50-state national average. Its lowest 
premium is in the higher education function, in which Connecticut employees enjoy only a 
$4,000 or 4% salary premium. 

The conclusion of this study is straightforward: Connecticut state employees across all 
functions enjoy significantly higher wages on average than their peers in the same functions 
across the nation. On the face of it, there would not seem to be any rationale or 
justification for CT state employees to enjoy such large across-the-board premia, although 
this study did not investigate any possible rationale or justification.  
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